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About the Book

The Wrigley Riddle is the 6™ team book in the Ballpark Mysteries series. There are also four
Ballpark Mysteries Super Specials that take place in special locations (such as the World Series
or the Cooperstown Hall of Fame).

In The Wrigley Riddle, Mike and Kate travel to the Windy City--Chicago. Mike and Kate
discover that someone has been ripping patches of ivy off the wall of the stadium. Is it a Sox
fan? It is up to Mike and Kate to solve the mystery.
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Traveling To Chicago

Book Tiein:
The main characters in this story travel to Chicago by train.

Standards:
Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings,
glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a
text efficiently. (RI.2.5)
Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate
information relevant to a given topic efficiently. (R1.3.5)

Objective:
Use a website to gather needed information.

Procedure:
Explain to students thahey are going to use a web site to answer questions about a
train trip to Chicago for Mrs. Hopkins, Kate, and Mike.
Note: Some ticket types might not be available. Instruct students that if they find a
ticket type that is not available to write, NA. Thisalso noted on the worksheet.
Option: Discuss with students what type of train ticket they would purchase and why?
What are the advantages and disadvantages of each type of ticket.
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TRAVELING TO CHICAGO!

It's time to make travel plans for Mrs. Hopkins, Kate, and
Mike. They will leave from the train station in Utica, New
York. If a ticket is not available, write NA. Use this
website to answer the questions:
https://www.amtrak.com/home.

-
What day will they leave? L-d%w 7 J

What dCIy will They return? E J
‘(y - . “ —

How much does a saver coach ticket cost? E( )

How much does a value coach ticket cost? g )
How much does a flexible coach ticket cost? E( a \)

How much does a business ticket cost? %f )

How much does a room ticket cost? '\
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Synonym Search

Book Tiein:
¢CKS [dziK2NE 51 @AR ! @ YSffte dzaSa Ylyeé RAFFSNBy
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Standards:
Distinguish shades of meaning among closely relageds/(e.g.foss, throw, huil and
closely related adjectives (e.thin, slender, skinny, scrawnyL.2.5.B)
Distinguish shades of meaning among related words that describe states of mind or
degrees of certainty (e.gknew, believedsuspected, heard, wondergdL.3.5.C)
Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms)
and to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms). (L.4.5.C)

Objective:
Define synonym.
|dentify synonyms for the verlg, & | A R & @
Define thesaurus and explain how a thesaurus is used.
Use a thesaurus to find synonyms.

Procedure:
Ask students to define, synonym (a word that has the same or similar meaning to
another word)
Put the following words on the board: happy, sad, cédk students to think of
aeyz2yeva FT2N 6KSaS g2NRao® DSYSNraGS + tArad 27
cheery, jolly, merry, contented, joyful). Have students work in small groups to generate
synonyms for sad and cold. Share out answers.
Have sudents complete the Synonym Search worksheet.
Explain to students that they can find synonyms using a resource called a thesaurus.
¢SFOK &addzRSyita Kz2¢g G2 dzaS GKA&a NB&a2dzNOS® wSO
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as well.
Assign each student a word to look up in a thesaurus. Have each student find at least
two synonyms for their word.
Pass out the ivy template for the word that they have chosen. Instruct students to write
down their word and then color the ivy.



Pass out additional ivy templates for the synonyms. Each student will get two of these. If
students have more than two synonyms, they will need additional copies. Instruct
students to write down the synonym for their b (one per leaf) and then color the ivy.
Hole punch the ivy and tie string onto each of the dots. Then attach each leaf to another
leaf so that ivy cascades down. Hang the ivy from the ceiling.



Name:

SYNONYM SEARCH

When writers use dialogue they use

quotation mark. They also use the word,
said. But using this word repeatedly
would make the writing boring. Writers
use synonyms for the word, said. Use
the page numbers to help you search
for synonyms for said.




Name: Answer Key

SYNONYM SEARCH

When writers use dialogue they use

quotation mark. They also use the word,

said. But using this word repeatedly
would make the writing boring. Writers
use synonyms for the word, said. Use
the page numbers to help you search
for synonyms for said.

[[ﬁ cried

grunted

whispered







Willis Writing

Book Tiein:

In TheWrigley RiddleMrs. Hopkins, Kate, and Mike visit the Willis Tower. We will be learning
more about this famous landmark.

Standards:

Ask and answer such questionsvaso, what, where, when, whyandhowto
demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. (RI.2.1)

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring
explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. (RI.3.1)

Refer to details and examples in a text when explgnimat the text says explicitly

and when drawing inferences from the text. (R1.4.1)

Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and
definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section. (W.2.2)

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and
information clearly. (W.3.2)

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and
information clearly. (W.4.2)

Objective:
Improve reading comprehension.
Write an informational paragraph.

Procedure:
Watchvideo
Watchvideo
Pass out the fact sheet on the Willis Tower.
Read andliscuss the fact sheet with students. Ask students questions about the fact
sheet to assess understanding.
Explain to students that they will be writing an informational paragraph about Willis
Tower. Pass out graphic organizer. Have students filh@ugraphic organizer. Provide
the topic sentence for them.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U2TzRVx7f0o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwjRalD18J4

Model the paragraph for students. They should write along with you. Once they have
finished their paragraph, have students research the Empire State Building and write a
paragraph on it. EPIC! Rkag has several books on this skyscraper.

Writing Sample:
The Willis Tower is an amazing skyscraper. It was built in Chicago in 1970. This skyscraper is
1,760 feet tall. It has 110 stories. On a sunny day you can see four states from the skydeck.!

Writing Script:
Today we are going to work on writing a paragraph about the Willis Tower. We have filled out
our graphic organizers so we have all the facts that we need.

The first thing | do is write down my name on the paper. When you write your name on the

paper, make sure that you add your last name, too. Next, | am going to write down the title,
GCKS 2AffAEd ¢26SNEDP L ¢lyld GKAaA G2 6S Ay (KS
to indent my paragraph so | will put two fingers down on payper and then start writing my

topic sentence. Next, | will write about when it was built and where it was built. Can someone
suggest a sentence | should write? It was built in 1970. That is a great start. Can | add on to this
sentence? It was built in ® in Chicago. Great! | have both facts in one sentence. Now, | am

going to write about the measurements of the tower. | have two details. | have a fact about

how tall it is and a fact about how many stories it has.. But this time | think | want twoagepar
sentences. Good writers use both long and short sentences. | think it is time for me to use a few
short sentences. Who can help me write a sentence about how tall it is in feet? It is 1,760 feet.
Hmm. That is a pretty good sentence. But, | am thinkirfg ¢ L YA 3IKG gl yd G2 dzas
A1 @&aO0ONI LISNI A&d mMXItcn TSSO Grtftod [ SGQa NBENBSFR (K
GKFG YdzOK o0SGGSNX® {AyOS L dzaSR G¢KAA &1@aONt LISN
gAff dza S 0 KReméedith@ o dayfiry isbré ibteresting if our sentences start in
RATFSNBYG gread L gAff gNARGS R26yI GLG KIF& mwmn
GNAGS R2¢ysS ahy | adzyyé RI& &2dz Oy a&S F2dzNJ ai
exclamation point because that is pretty amazing.
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end of all oursentences. Do they have end marks?

Since we have done a main idea and detail paragraph together, it is time for you to write one
on your own. You are going to write about another famous skyscraper. It is called the Empire
State Building.






